
Change the world Project 
 
 

Research 
Start brainstorming. Look at the world around you. Think of your own life experiences. Remember what trials and 

tribulations your family or friends have faced. Consider some big things or small details that could have impacted 

someone positively when they were struggling. What are your passions in life? What organization’s work do you 

admire? What is a feasible solution you can be a part of? Google…and then Google some more. 
 

The goal is to come up with an idea of what you actively want to accomplish in ten weeks. It doesn’t have to be all-

consuming, but it should be meaningful to you. Keep practicality in mind, what you can actually follow through to 

completion.  

Once you have your idea, start researching the social issue that is the focus of what you have decided to do. Include… 

 At least three historical aspects.  

 Describe how the issue has developed/changed over time. 

 A description of at least two individuals or organizations that work in the area.  

 How did they get started? 

 What has their impact been?  

 What challenges do they face? 

 A sociological theory that comes alive within this societal issue.  

 For instance, if I were working on a project to create new means of support for those dealing with 

body image issues, I could tie it into Symbolic Interactionism or The Looking Glass Self.  

 What are the connections between the theory and the work you hope to do? 

Here is another way to consider how to create social change… 
 

Identification: What is the situation or condition you want to change for women and girls?  

Outcomes: What is the change you want to produce?  

Action: How will you accomplish the changes you want to see?  

Evaluation: How will you know you are making progress? What’s your evidence?  

Impact: What difference does it make? How is the world different and better?  

http://miwf.mediathree.net/social-change/ 

Outline 

Clearly state your goal. Consider it somewhere between a thesis statement for the action you plan to take and a 

manifesto of why this effort is important to you. What will your contribution be? 

If you are creating your own project from scratch, describe the how you plan to implement the steps needed to 

accomplish the change you want to create. Remember the butterfly effect. Your plan does not have to be 

overwhelmingly extensive to have a positive impact. However, it does need to demonstrate consistent effort on a 

weekly basis.  

If you are working with an organization, you must submit documentation from your supervisor that you have met all 

requirements/clearance to begin working right away. Additionally explain what your hours will be and what specific 

tasks you will be doing. If you are continuing on some place you have previously volunteered you must get involved 



with some new aspect of your work for this project. What might the organization need and how can you help 

accomplish it? 

***Create a calendar for the next ten weeks…from now 2/5/14 until the reflection paper is due 4/30/13. Write a to-

do list of what you plan to accomplish each week.*** 

Progress Reports  

You will update and contemplate your efforts every three weeks. In these 2-3 page entries, you will be required to 

utilize class concepts and readings as you study your experiences. 

Address the following topics in each progress report… 

1) How’s it going? Review what tasks you have completed. 
 

2) What’s the hardest part been? What challenges have you faced? How have you overcome them? 
 

3) What successes have you had? Can you see a difference being made? 
  

4) Describe how your efforts have made you feel. 
 

5) What have you learned? How does your work on the project tie into specific aspects of the class? 

 *You must cite at least two readings and one lecture/activity in each progress report* 

 Citations should read as follows, (Author last name, page #) or for classwork the date of the class  
 

Progress reports should be a cohesive narrative that covers each topic. It should not be completed in a question and 

answer format. Despite the personal nature some entries may take, well-organized writing and proper grammar usage 

are required.  

 

Reflection Paper 

Towards the conclusion of the semester you will write a longer reflection of your work. Address the following… 

1) Compare your thoughts and beliefs at the beginning of your project to when you have completed the work. 

Did you previously make any assumptions that you have a different outlook on now? Why? 

2) Analyze the process of creating social change. Why don’t more people try to make a difference in the 

world around them? What encourages individuals to put forth great efforts to help others? With this in mind 

where did you find the motivation to do the work you accomplished? What did it mean to you? Will you 

continue to work on the project you started? Why or why not? 

3) Again, similar to the progress reports, reflect on the overall mistakes you may have made and what you 

have achieved.  

4) Revisit the sociological theory you began this project with. Was it a strong choice? A weak choice? Why? 

At the conclusion of your project, what new insights do you have on the connections between theory and our 

lives? 

Photo Journal 
“You don't take a photograph, you make it.” ― Ansel Adams 

“Taking pictures is savoring life intensely, every hundredth of a second.” ― Marc Riboud 

“In photography there is a reality so subtle that it becomes more real than reality.” ―Alfred Stieglitz 



----------------------------------------------------------------------  

1) Really look at the details of what you are accomplishing and try to record them in well composed, 

thoughtful photographs.  

2) Make sure your images are a high-resolution. If you are using your phone, open the photos on your 

computer to make sure they are clear, and high quality.  
 

3) Take photos throughout the process. Not just at the end. You will be sharing five photos in your 

presentation so consider what tells a powerful story. 
 

4) You will email me your photo journal, by 4/23/14. It will be a power point presentation with five slides, 

each slide only containing one large photo. No words…let the photo speak for itself.  

 You are welcome to format a slide background that complements your photos.  

 Please save your power point with your last name_first name. For example mine would be saved as, 

griffin_nora.  

 Please only send a power point presentation, not a similar product from any other computer program. 

 

Class Presentation 
 

During a few of the last class meetings we will be presenting our project to the class. You will… 

 

 1) Present your photo journal as you speak to the class. 
 

 2) Succinctly explain your project; highlighting any accomplishments or challenges. 
 

 3) Briefly tie your work into one class concept. 
 

 4) Discuss the impact your work made on you. 
 

 5) And, if appropriate, what others can do to help your cause. 

 

You will only have five minutes for your presentation, so please be prepared to speak in an organized, animated 

manner.   

  

 


